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1. Summary  
 
1.1 The Committee receives a report monitoring the progress of its work programme at each meeting. 

This report sets the dates for the Economy Committee’s meetings in 2012/13.     

 

 

2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 That the Committee agrees its work programme and priorities for 2012/13. 

  

 

3. Background  

4.1 Members have agreed that the Committee meet Kit Malthouse AM, Deputy Mayor for Business and 

Enterprise, on 20 June to discuss the Mayor’s economic priorities.  On 11 July, it is proposed that 

the Committee discuss broadband capacity and wifi with a range of experts and stakeholders.  

Further details about these topics are provided under separate items on this agenda. 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  

4.2 Following informal discussion among Members, the following topics have been proposed as priorities 

for the Committee’s work programme during 2012/13: 

 High streets.  The Committee would consider ways of maintaining and revitalising London’s 

high streets, examining the findings and implementation of the government’s recent review of 

high streets (the Portas Review),1 and how the Mayor is using various funding streams to 

deliver improvements.2  This investigation would take place in the autumn, with a formal 

proposal for the scope and timing to be made at the Committee’s July meeting.   

 Employment and skills.  The Committee identified the continuing problems in the London 

labour market as a priority for investigation.  There is evidence of a significant skills gap in 

London, with evidence of shortages in certain skill sets and key economic sectors.3  Youth 

unemployment is also a major concern, with levels in London outstripping the rest of the 

country on some measures.4  The Committee would consider Mayoral pledges to create 

                                                 
1 For the findings of the Portas Review see: http://www.bis.gov.uk/highstreet  
2 For information on the Mayor’s priorities see: http://www.backboris2012.com/9pointplan/highstreets  
3 For UK Commission on Employment and Skills research in this area see: 
http://www.ukces.org.uk/assets/ukces/docs/publications/evidence-report-23-ness-main-report-2009.pdf  
4 See data analysis by the London Skills and Employment Observatory: http://lseo.org.uk/youngpeople  
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200,000 jobs and 250,000 apprenticeships,5 and his use of new powers through the London 

Enterprise Panel.6  Further planning for Committee work in this area will take place, with formal 

proposals to be developed at a later date. 

 Olympic and Paralympic Games legacy.  The Committee has identified a number of 

priorities in relation to the legacy of the 2012 Games, including the legacy for jobs, sports 

participation and the international promotion of London.  The Mayor has made a number of 

pledges in this area, including in his five legacy commitments7 and the strategic regeneration 

framework for east London.8  Further planning for Committee work in this area will take place, 

with formal proposals to be developed at a later date. 

 

4.3 The proposed timetable for upcoming meetings is set out in the table below.  Topics for discussion 

at later meetings will be determined later. 

 

Meeting Main item of business 

20 June Deputy Mayor for Business and Enterprise 

11 July Broadband and wifi 

19 September High streets 

6 November High streets 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:   

 

None  

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 
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E-mail: richard.berry@london.gov.uk  
 

                                                 
5 For the Mayor’s jobs pledge see: http://www.backboris2012.com/9pointplan/jobs. For the Mayor’s apprenticeship pledge see: 
http://media.backboris2012.com/pressrelease/johnson-1000-apprenticeships-a-week/  
6 For information on the LEP see: http://www.london.gov.uk/business-economy/working-partnership/lep  
7 For the five commitments see: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-
games/towards-lasting-legacy 
8 For the strategic regeneration framework see http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/strategic-regeneration-framework-east-
london 
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